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Paradise paved 8 not whisd
Marty Rlighy would have cho-
gen for the landscape around
hils. maturil-sclonce  store,
housedd m p  Greens-and-
Greene-inspired  bullding |n
Hd Town Tustin

“The city had me sgueeze in
85 parking spaces here, [ iold
them that T didn’t need that
many, buot they wouldn'l
budge.”

Parking is a pickle for this
historic shopping area, and
gty officials” were sdamant
that Righy provide his share,
8o the native-plont lover with
a Phlk in water resources and
a passion for nature built an
innovathve  waler-purification
system and turmed the unpe
paved perimeter of the lof into
a showense for o variety of na-
tive plants

Buceess 5 pehseved by
EroEping  natives  into the
plant  communities, or Lhe
biormes, found in nature - ri-
parian, coastal sage, oak sa-
vanmnih and woodlnnd.

Esch group contains planta
that huddle together in the

wild. The riparian gnrden be-
gins with o backdrop of arroyo
willows  underplanted  with
wild roses and spice bush.

The coastal garden pops
with Matilija poppy, rhus, suge
and sycamores

The oak savenmah, with i
young trees, Is lemporarity
underplanted with wildfiow-
ers ench s pengtemon, clarkin
and California poppy.

“As the onks grow they will

COMPLEMENTARY: The Acom
Maturalists’ bullding reflects {he
Craftsman style, Clinker brick-
work, hand-carved doors and na-
tive plants work fogether,

NATURA

AN INNOVATIVE WATER PURIFYING SYSTEM AND
NATIVE LANDSCAPING BRING NATURE TO THE
PARKING LOT OF A TUSTIN NATURALIST STORE

Commercial properties are
required by the statd's Clean
Waler At Lo purify manoff be-
fore it reaches the sewers,
saye Bl Ararvand, o senior
building mspector for Tustin
Muost busginesses wse mechani-
eal clarifiers.

Eighy had another jdes.

He sought and grined per-
misgin to grade his property
50 that sessomal water droins
too the rear, then to the side,

“Despite what people think, natives are not
low-maintenance plants.”

MARTY BiGEY
OWHER, THE ACORN MATUBALISTS

ghade out the wildMosers, nnd
then this orer will book more
like it should.” Righy sald.

A bog and  surrounding
mmnrn-made spring in the woond-
land area are crowmied with o
smll grove of redwoods. Flag-
stones are stacked (o serve as
matdch for Pacifie Cosst iris,
vellow monkey fowesr, wild
ginger and red eolumbine.

What & most intriguing
about the bog is the way Righy
purifies the runoll here bafore
it drains Lo the straef,

then through the bog he cro
ated. In the bog, the plonis
and soll pull harmfol chem-
icals out before the walter
drains to thwe street,

“Bewars, vou know, drain to
the ooean,” sald Righw, "With s
guirter-aera of hard surfices
hera, neluding the rool and
the blnektop, that's a lot of pol-
fution,"

Highy savé purifving the
walar iz simple, The concept
16 Eo elow the water and haye it
run through 20 feat of grosses,

- |

eattaflz or whatever plant
works in the landscape before
it reaches the gtroed,

Large items like ciparstie
buits and ecoffee cups - what
Righy calls the maero junk -
are cleaned out first by had.
Then the hosvy metals . fike
gine, used in auto brike fin-
inge, nre exitracted by the
plants and soil. Lost, certain
bactaris commoen in scils gobe
ble uwp harmful @ substanees
such a& restdue from gasoline
emissions and petralewm by
products from ssphadt.

“It's not an exact sciemee,”
Righy said. "Anybady could do
this."

Lirowing native plants [= the
tricky part of the project.

Succeeding with natives in
a commercial setting B “not
for the casual pardener" said
Righy. *There is a lot to Jearn.®

Still, he savs, he finds more
and imore people interested in
nakives,

Wi zend people in three di-
rectons to find out how to
g'.l.rdm with nathees. Tree of
Life Mursery in San Juan Ca-
pistrano, Hanchs Sanla Ana
Botanie Garden in Cloremont,
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NATURAL FIT: Plants
filter polluted runoft
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and the California Mative Plant
Sociely.™

Righy typically spends  at
least one day a week deadhead-
ing, pinching, pruning and cut-
ting back to give his garden a
groomed appearance.

"Iespite what people think,
natives are not low-mainte-
nance plants,”

Yol he is so passionate about
these plants, local wildlife and
water resources that in addi-
tiom to devoting his retail store
to these subjects, he also
strives Lo plant local neigh-
borhioods with native trees,

"Every fall 1 give away oak
trees. Customers can come in
and pick up a free oak for their
property. Quercus agrifolia
support a wide range of nesting
birds and local woodpeckers;
but they are disappearing fast
in Southern California. Ouar
goal is to have 10,000 new oaks
in our area in 10 years,"” he said.

The Acorn Nuturulisis store
was lnunched by Righy's wife,
Jirnmnifer.

"She used to advise teachers
in science curricula, but they
always asked for materials.”

Jennifer stocks the store
with wild-bird books and sup-
plies, notural history books for
all ages, and interactive science
kitz for children and adults. Af-
ter 15 years, the couple's knowl-
edpe of natural history and sci-
ence has evolved into o
vigorous matl-order and retail
business.

TO FIND OUT MORE

Native plants:
= Tree of Life
(945 TES-DGAS
» Rancho Santa Ana Botanic
Garden )
(909) 625-8767 ;
= California Native Plant' So-
ciety, Orange County chapter
Meeata the third Thursday
each month at T:30 pm. at Ir-
vine Banch Water District
15600 Sand Canyon Ave,, Ir-
vine, Go to www.occnps.org.
Water purification information:
The i Society of
America (WWWESA.0MNG) savs wa-
ter purification is one ol the many
services provided by ecosvsiems,
Pollutants such as metals, vi-

What can you do at home to
promote clean water?
= Avoid  overfertilizing  your
lawn and overtreating with
pesticides,
= Do not pour pesticides, oil, fer-
tilizers and other tosic waste
into sewers, toilets or drains.

Become active:
* Support proper community
planning that considers effects
on waterways as part of all ur-
ban, indastrial and sgriculfural
development.

Resources

The Acorn Naturalists

155 Bl Camino Real, Tustin,
CA 92780

(T14) B32-4HRE or WWH.ACorm
naturalists.com

COMTACT THE WRITER:
(T1d) T96-5023
ar cmenall@ocreglaleneam



WATER SUPPLY: Marty Rigby shows how a spring he built next to his parking lot PURPLE PALS: Blue-eyed grass and Pa-
rins near the roof zone of molsture-loving plants. cifle Coast iris make good partners




Pretty pollution filter

Marty Rigby directs runoff into a bog, which cleans
the water before it runs to the street.

Water drains to the bog, where lead and -
il certain chemicals are filtered out before it

. -_-n;_-"’. Riparian  qcains to the sewer and eventually the ocean.
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Bleading hanri
Dogwaod

Fern

Flrewesd

Wild ginger
Fhododsndron
Saxifirage
Sadum
Strawberry
Streamside

S FLnnﬂs enn be sube
merged and others may thrive

along the stresm banks:
Brook archid
Cardinal lobelia
Firvweod
Larkspur
Lady fern
Uiy
Hed columbine
Willow
Beck and seres

PHOTOS: CHAS METIVIER, THE REGIETER
LAWS OF ATTRACTION: Verbona s amaong the plants that can lure butterflies o your yard.

TIPS: Mimic groupmgs found in nature

CLARKIA: This Ilnwrr in |:||ﬂ|'||!l!| lrl l.'h.e oAk sawannah area al
Acorn Maturalists, along with penstemon and California poppy.

Adplnes are [neluded 1o this

group, Plunts hmker near the
rocks to find o cool rool rian,

with moisture below while re-
malning bone dry abowve - a

Lricky environment Lo provide

at homes,

Blue flsc

Driclleya

Lemprlsin

Manzanitn

Hnxifrage

Sedpe

Sedum

Yerba Buena

RESOURCES

Far M information,
eheeh out these beoks.
« “Complete Carden Guide to
Mative Perennials of Callfor-
miim,” by Lalenn Eenter (Chron-
icle Bonles, 15640)
= “Flowering FPlanis of the
Santa Mondea Mountaine,™ by
Mancy Dale (Capra Press,
10E6)

CONMTACT THE WRITER:
(T4} FoR-S023
or cmenatt®ocregistencom




